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Statement for NMCB-11 Recommissioning – Gulfport, MS 
 
The MCB-11 of old ended its long and honorable service in the Seabees of the United States Naval Service 
– from World War II through the Cold War to Vietnam – with its decommissioning on December 20, 1969. 
After that date, we thought there probably would never be any additional Seabees to hang their tools in the 
cribs of MCB-11 warehouses unless the battalion was recommissioned at some time in the future. We 
hoped that world events would not deteriorate to the extent that this would happen.  However, we know 
now that world events have mandated that another battalion should be commissioned and that battalion is 
NMCB-11 commissioned today, exactly 54 years after its 2nd commissioning on September 14, 1953 in 
Port Hueneme, California. 
 
Because achievements and memories cannot be disestablished, MCB-11 has lived on, through some down 
time, 1969-2007, in monuments constructed in brick and steel throughout the world from World War II 
(1942-1945), through the Cold War (1953-1965) and Vietnam (1966-1969).  Perhaps the greatest 
monuments of all are the vivid memories that live on in the minds of the men who proudly served with 
ELEVEN and those men and women whose lives were bettered by the professional efforts of those men. 
 
We old timers will always proudly and warmly remember our time and experiences with the ‘Bees. 
 
Now, we will have the opportunity to see the newest Battalion, MCB-11 “Constructing the Future” and 
starting a new chapter in the illustrious history of this greatest of great battalions. We are a Band of 
Brothers (and we can now add, Sisters). 
 
[Band of Brothers] 
“We few, we happy few; we band of brothers; 
For he to-day that sheds his blood with me 
Shall be my brother.” 
   Shakespeare, Henry V 
   Act IV, Scene 3 
 
Always remember the 26 brothers from MCB-11 who gave their lives in the service of their country from 
World War II through Vietnam.  God rest their souls.  I am quite sure they will be looking over you with 
thoughtful eyes and prayers from Above. From the 8,900 CEC officers and Seabees of the ELEVENTH 
Battalion who came before you and the 300 active members of MCB-11 Association, over 154 plus their 
dependents who are with you today, we wish you “Fair Winds and a Following Sea” as you begin your 
journey “Constructing the Future” whenever and wherever you are needed anywhere in the world.  
 
Taught in the Seabees: Three B’S: Be on time; be brief; and be gone! I have been on time; and I hope I 
have been brief. Now I’ll be gone. 
 
Long live MCB-ELEVEN and long live the Seabees.  We salute you and what you stand for.  Constructing 
the Future; Remembering the Past.  Seabees Can Do! Yes, but they Can Do it Better!  OooohRaaah! 
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